
 

 

eVALUation Matters is a bi-lingual (English and French) quarterly magazine by Independent Development 

Evaluation (IDEV) at the African Development Bank (AfDB). 

Quarter 4 2020: Civil Society in Evaluation 

For this edition, we invite authors to share their experiences, reflections and observations on the role of 

civil society in evaluation. The editors welcome topical articles, blogs, briefing notes, op-eds, and other 

forms of original work for the identified theme. 

Submissions due: 1 September 2020  

Please confirm your plan to contribute, with a paragraph description: by 1 July 2020  

Publication: December 2020 

(we encourage early submissions before the September deadline to enable timely preparation of the 

edition, in light of continued confinement and potential summer vacations) 

Civil Society actors (CSOs, NGOs) play a significant role in national and international development, but their 

involvement in the evaluation field is not much discussed or recognized. From grassroots community-based 

organizations to international NGOs, Civil Society actors have already performed a number of vital functions in 

monitoring and evaluation, ranging from being providers to users of evaluative knowledge. However, they are 

not always involved to their full potential.  

For this edition of Evaluation Matters, we will be looking at the different ways in which civil society can contribute 

to and benefit from evaluation. The suggested areas of discourse could cover: 

 What have been the most prominent types and roles of Civil Society actors in evaluation? 

 What types of evaluation approaches and methods have the greatest potential or show promising results 

to meaningfully involve CSOs and NGOs in evaluation?  

 What are the challenges with inclusion of CSOs and NGOs in evaluation across the spectrum of 

activities?  

 How can civil society better partner in evaluations, including in dissemination to enhance using evaluative 

evidence for advocacy in line with the SDG principle of leaving no one behind? 

 
Previous issues of Evaluation Matters can be found at: https://idev.afdb.org/en/page/evaluation-matters-
magazine 
 
Please send your confirmations and submissions to evaluationmatters@afdb.org. 
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Brief guide for eVALUation Matters authors 

- Article length: 2500 – 3000 words 

- Articles in English and French are accepted. 

- Aim for a writing style that is suitable for an informed public with clear and precise language.  

- Include a one paragraph with (co)author’s short bio(s) (current position, previous experience, education)  

- Provide the following photos:  

- a separate high-resolution head-shot photo of the author(s) 

- photos/images to illustrate your article, i.e. from data collection as well other related photos/images.  

- Include a one-paragraph abstract, with summary statement at the beginning of your article with key messages in 3-5 
bullet points  
 
- Include full references (Harvard Style).  
 
- Send your submission package to evaluationmatters@afdb.org 
 
IDEV reserves the right to make the editorial changes to submissions for publication 
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